
■ ANSWER ENGINE OPTIMIZATION ■ 

Compatible with: Google Gemini · Bing Copilot · ChatGPT Search · Perplexity AI · Siri · Alexa · Google Assistant 
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If You Are Start Here 

Beginner Read "AEO vs SEO" → Implement Core 8 Stack → Test with validator 

Developer Copy-paste JSON-LD templates → Modify @id and URLs → Validate 

Content Strategist Focus on FAQPage, HowTo, Speakable → Map to user intent table 

Agency Owner Use the Audit Checklist → Train team on Entity Stacking 
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THE COMPLETE SCHEMA BIBLE 
 
 

 
INTRODUCTION 

 

What is AEO Schema? 
And Why Everyone Got It Wrong 

Traditional SEO Schema tells search engines what your page is about. AEO Schema tells answer engines exactly which 

sentence answers which question — so they can read it aloud, feature it in a snippet, or feed it to an LLM. 

 

"SEO won the click. AEO wins the conversation." 

 

Dimension SEO Schema AEO Schema 

Goal Higher rankings Direct answer extraction 

Primary Types Article, Product, LocalBusiness FAQPage, HowTo, Speakable 

Success Metric CTR from search Zero-click answer presence 

AI Behavior "Here's a link" "Here's the answer" 

 
THE ENTITY STACKING PRINCIPLE 

One schema type is never enough. AI builds understanding by connecting multiple entities. 

 

■ WEAK Just Article 

■ STRONG Article + FAQPage + Speakable + Person + Organization + BreadcrumbList 

The Rule: Each page needs at least 3–4 schema types working together. 
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TIER 1 CRITICAL AEO SCHEMAS 

 
{ "@context": "https://schema.org", "@type": "FAQPage", "@id": "https://example.com/aeo-guide#faq", 

"mainEntity": [ { "@type": "Question", "@id": "https://example.com/aeo-guide#q1", "name": "What is the 

difference between AEO and SEO?", "acceptedAnswer": { "@type": "Answer", "text": "SEO optimizes for 

rankings and clicks. AEO optimizes for direct answer extraction by AI — often resulting in zero-click 

answers.", "url": "https://example.com/aeo-guide#answer1" }, "upvoteCount": 127, "answerCount": 1 } ] } 
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These directly enable AI to extract and vocalize your answers. Without these, you are NOT doing AEO. 
 

 

1. FAQPage ■■■ 

The Backbone of Answer Engine Optimization 
 

Aspect Detail 

What It Is A container schema that groups multiple Question + Answer pairs on a single page. 

What It Does Tells AI: "These specific questions have these specific answers — use them directly." 

Why It Wins LLMs (GPT, Gemini, Claude) are trained on Q&A; patterns. FAQPage mimics training data. 

 
When to Deploy 

Every product page, service page, knowledge base article, and blog post that answers common 

questions. 

Voice Search HIGHEST — voice assistants prioritize FAQ content for spoken answers. 

Common Mistake Using generic "yes/no" answers instead of complete, standalone sentences. 

 
IMPLEMENTATION RULES 

✓ Each question must be a real user query (use search data) 

✓ Each answer must be complete and readable without the rest of the page 

✓ Minimum 2 questions — maximum 10 per page (beyond that, paginate) 

✓ Do NOT duplicate FAQ content across multiple pages 
 

 
ADVANCED JSON-LD TEMPLATE 

 

 

 
VALIDATION CHECKLIST 

✓ Each answer is a complete sentence (not just "Yes" or "No") 

✓ No links inside answer text (AI strips them anyway) 

✓ Questions match actual search queries (use Google Search Console) 

✓ FAQ section is visible on the page (do not hide it) 
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{ "@context": "https://schema.org", "@type": "HowTo", "name": "How to Add AEO Schema to Your Website in 15 

Minutes", "totalTime": "PT15M", "estimatedCost": { "@type": "MonetaryAmount", "currency": "USD", "value": 

"0" }, "step": [ { "@type": "HowToStep", "position": 1, "name": "Audit your current schema", "text": "Open 

Google Rich Results Test, enter URL, note schema types present." }, { "@type": "HowToStep", "position": 2, 

"name": "Generate FAQ schema code", "text": "Copy FAQPage JSON-LD template and customize for your page." 

}, { "@type": "HowToStep", "position": 3, "name": "Inject schema into page", "text": "Paste JSON-LD into 

section via custom HTML or GTM tag." } ] } 
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2. HowTo ■■■ 

For Procedural & Instructional Queries 
 

Aspect Detail 

What It Is Structured markup for step-by-step instructions. 

What It Does Enables AI to break down complex procedures into individual, vocalizable steps. 

Why It Wins Voice searches for "how to X" are the fastest-growing query type. AI reads steps aloud in order. 

When to Deploy Tutorials, recipes, DIY guides, setup instructions, troubleshooting flows. 

Voice Search HIGH — Google Assistant and Alexa read steps sequentially. 

Common Mistake Putting multiple actions in one step instead of splitting them. 

 
IMPLEMENTATION RULES 

✓ Each step must contain ONE action only 

✓ Include totalTime and estimatedCost when relevant 

✓ Steps can have embedded images (ImageObject) 

✓ Use step completion status for interactive guides 
 

 
JSON-LD TEMPLATE 

 

 

 
VOICE SEARCH OPTIMIZATION 

✓ Start each step with an action verb (Click, Open, Type, Select) 

✓ Keep each step under 15 words for better voice reading 

✓ Include time estimates ("This will take about two minutes") 
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3. SpeakableSpecification ■■■ 

The Voice Search Connector 
 

Aspect Detail 

What It Is A specification that marks exact text passages to be read aloud by voice assistants. 

 
What It Does 

Tells Google Assistant and Alexa: "Start reading here — skip navigation, skip ads, read this 

exact sentence." 

 
Why It Wins 

Most content is not voice-optimized. SpeakableSpecification guarantees your key sentence gets 

spoken. 

When to Deploy News articles, definition pages, short answers, executive summaries. 

Voice Search MAXIMUM — this is the ONLY schema built specifically for text-to-speech. 

Common Mistake Marking too much text (keep under 200 characters for best results). 

 
IMPLEMENTATION RULES 

✓ Target only the MOST important 1–3 sentences per page 

✓ Use xpath for precise targeting (avoid CSS selectors) 

✓ Keep selected text under 250 characters for news, 50–100 for definitions 

✓ Test with actual voice search: "Hey Google, tell me about X" 
 

 
PRO TIPS BY CONTENT TYPE 

 

Content Type Best Practice Example 

Definition First sentence after heading "AEO stands for Answer Engine Optimization..." 

News First paragraph + bolded key fact "In a surprise announcement, Google said..." 

 
Product 

 
Value proposition sentence 

"This tool automatically generates FAQ schema for 

any URL." 
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{ "@context": "https://schema.org", "@type": "DefinedTermSet", "name": "AEO Terminology Glossary", 

"hasDefinedTerm": [ { "@type": "DefinedTerm", "name": "Answer Engine Optimization", "description": "The 

practice of optimizing content to be directly retrieved and presented by AI-powered answer engines, voice 

assistants, and LLMs — bypassing traditional blue links.", "termCode": "AEO-001" } ] } 
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4. QAPage 

For Community-Driven Answers 
 

Aspect Detail 

What It Is Schema for user-generated question-and-answer threads (forums, community boards). 

What It Does Identifies which answer was accepted/voted best by the community. 

Why It Wins AI prioritizes community-validated answers over solo-authored content for factual queries. 

When to Deploy Q&A; forums, Reddit threads, Stack Overflow style pages, product Q&A; sections. 

Voice Search Medium-High (acceptedAnswer gets vocal priority). 

Common Mistake Not marking the acceptedAnswer or topAnswer properties. 

 

5. Defined Term 

For Definition & Glossary Queries 
 

Aspect Detail 

What It Is Schema that marks a term and its formal definition. 

What It Does Tells AI: "This is the authoritative definition of this term." 

 
Why It Wins 

Voice searches for "what is X" trigger definition extraction. AI prefers DefinedTerm over body 

text. 

When to Deploy Glossary pages, dictionary entries, terminology hubs, educational content. 

Voice Search HIGH — "What is..." queries are the #1 voice search type. 

Common Mistake Using vague descriptions instead of formal, concise definitions. 
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TIER 2 AUTHORITY SCHEMAS — Trust Signals 
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AI does not just look for answers — it looks for answers from credible sources. 
 

 

6. Organization ■■ 

Your Brand's Digital Identity Card 
 

Aspect Detail 

What It Is The official representation of your company/brand to search engines and AI. 

What It Does Triggers knowledge panels, establishes brand identity, connects social profiles. 

Why It Wins AI prioritizes content from verified organizations with clear identity signals. 

When to Deploy Homepage, about page, footer of ALL pages (sitewide). 

Entity Stacking Must be paired with sameAs, logo, contactPoint. 

Common Mistake Missing the sameAs property (social proof is critical). 

 

7. Person 

Author Authority & E-E-A-T 
 

Aspect Detail 

What It Is Schema representation of a real human being (author, expert, contributor). 

What It Does Signals experience, expertise, authority, and trustworthiness (E-E-A-T). 

Why It Wins Google's Quality Rater Guidelines explicitly prioritize content from verifiable experts. 

When to Deploy Byline sections, author archive pages, "Our Team" pages. 

Entity Stacking Must connect to Organization (affiliation) and sameAs (social proof). 

Common Mistake Fictional or generic names without external verification (LinkedIn, Scholar). 

 

8. sameAs — Identity Verification 
Not a standalone schema — a CRITICAL property inside Organization and Person. AI uses external verification to confirm 

you are a real, legitimate entity. 

 

Entity Type Must Include Nice to Have 

Organization LinkedIn, Twitter, Facebook GitHub, YouTube, Wikipedia, Crunchbase 

Person LinkedIn, Google Scholar Twitter, GitHub, ResearchGate, Medium 

Brand Instagram, LinkedIn, Pinterest TikTok, YouTube 
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TIER 3 STRUCTURAL SCHEMAS — Context & Navigation 
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These schemas tell AI how your content fits together across your entire site. 
 

 

9. BreadcrumbList 

The AI Site Map 
 

Aspect Detail 

What It Is Markup showing a page's position in your site hierarchy. 

What It Does Enables breadcrumb rich results and helps AI understand content relationships. 

Why It Wins AI uses breadcrumbs to find related answers when the current page is insufficient. 

When to Deploy EVERY content page except homepage. 

Entity Stacking Should appear on all pages alongside WebPage. 

Common Mistake Inconsistent breadcrumb paths (different breadcrumbs for the same URL). 

 

10. WebSite + SearchAction 

Enabling Site-wide Search 
 

Aspect Detail 

What It Is Identifies your entire website and enables search functionality. 

What It Does Adds a search box to your Google listing + tells AI this is a complete information source. 

Why It Wins AI can offer your site as a searchable answer source. 

When to Deploy Sitewide (header or footer, once per site). 

Common Mistake Missing the potentialAction SearchAction — this is what adds the search box. 

 

11. Article / BlogPosting / NewsArticle 

Content Type Foundation 
 

Aspect Detail 

What It Is Base schema for written content. 

What It Does Establishes headline, author, date, and publisher. 

Why It Wins AI needs this context BEFORE it can trust your answer. 

When to Deploy EVERY piece of written content. 

Choosing Type BlogPosting for blog posts, Article for news/guides, NewsArticle for time-sensitive news. 

Common Mistake No dateModified — AI prefers fresh content. 
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TIER 4 COMMERCIAL SCHEMAS — Conversion & Trust 
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For product, service, and review content — essential for e-commerce and local business AEO. 
 

 

12. Product + AggregateRating + Offer 

The E-commerce Answer Stack 
 

Aspect Detail 

What It Is Complete product markup with pricing, availability, and reviews. 

What It Does Tells AI exactly what you sell, how much it costs, and what others think. 

Why It Wins AI answers comparison queries like "best X under $Y" using this data. 

When to Deploy Every product page, service page, course listing. 

Entity Stacking Product + AggregateRating + Offer + Brand (minimum). 

Common Mistake Missing aggregateRating — AI cannot recommend your product without social proof. 
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PRE-PUBLISH AUDIT 

 

The AEO Audit Checklist 
Use this to validate any page before publishing. 

 

 
# 

 
Check 

Pas 

s 

1 Is there at least ONE answer-focused schema (FAQPage, HowTo, QAPage, DefinedTerm)? ■  

2 Does the page have Article OR BlogPosting as a base? ■  

3 Is Organization schema present sitewide? ■  

4 Does Person schema exist for the author? ■  

5 Is there a BreadcrumbList (except homepage)? ■  

6 Does WebSite schema exist with SearchAction? ■  

7 Are all @id identifiers unique and persistent? ■  

8 Are all answers complete sentences (not just "Yes")? ■  

9 Does Speakable target the most important 1–2 sentences? ■  

10 Have you validated via https://validator.schema.org/? ■  

 

 
POST-PUBLISH MONITORING 

 

Signal Tool Target 

Rich Results appearance Google Search Console All answer-focused pages 

Voice answer presence Manual test (Hey Google, ask...) 80%+ of FAQ questions 

Zero-click answer rate Search Console + GA4 Trending upward 

Schema errors Schema Validator 0 errors 
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QUICK REFERENCE 

 

User Intent → Schema Map 
Match every query type to the right schema combination. 

 

Query Type Example Primary Schema Supporting 

Definition "What is AEO?" DefinedTerm Article + Speakable 

Procedural "How to add schema" HowTo Article + Speakable 

Comparison "Best AEO tools" ItemList Product + AggregateRating 

Factual "When did Google add AEO?" FAQPage Article + Speakable 

 
Troubleshooting 

"Why is my schema not 

working?" 

 
HowTo 

 
QAPage + Article 

Product "AEO Validator price" Product Offer + AggregateRating 

Local "AEO consultant near me" LocalBusiness Organization + GeoCoordinates 

News "Latest AEO update" NewsArticle Speakable + Organization 
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1 
Every page needs @id 
Persistent, unique identifiers for every schema node. Without @id, AI cannot reference your entity. 

2 
Never duplicate FAQ content 
Same Q&A; on different pages confuses AI about canonical source. 

3 
Answers must be standalone 
Each answer should be understandable without reading the rest of the page. 

4 
Stack, do not separate 
A page with 5 linked schemas beats a page with 1 perfect schema. 

5 
Validate before publishing 
One syntax error breaks the entire schema block. 

 
// CORRECT { "@context": "https://schema.org", "@type": "FAQPage", "mainEntity": [...] } // WRONG — 

missing @context { "@type": "FAQPage" //  AI will ignore this } // WRONG — trailing comma { "@context": 

"https://schema.org", "@type": "FAQPage", //  trailing comma breaks parser } 
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NON-NEGOTIABLES 

 

5 Critical Implementation Rules 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
JSON-LD SYNTAX CHECKLIST 
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{ "@context": "https://schema.org", "@graph": [ { "@type": "Article", ... } { "@type": "FAQPage", ... } { 

"@type": "SpeakableSpecification", ... } { "@type": "Person", ... } { "@type": "BreadcrumbList", ... } ] } 

For Any Page Minimum Viable AEO 

 
{ "@context": "https://schema.org", "@graph": [ { "@type": "Article", ... } { "@type": "FAQPage", ... } { 

"@type": "HowTo", ... } { "@type": "SpeakableSpecification", ... } { "@type": "Organization", ... } { 

"@type": "Person", ... } { "@type": "BreadcrumbList", ... } { "@type": "WebSite", ... } ] } 

For Competitive Queries Recommended AEO 

 
{ "@context": "https://schema.org", "@graph": [ All Recommended schemas PLUS: + DefinedTerm (for key 

terms) + QAPage (if community content) + AggregateRating (if product/service) + SameAs verification (for 

all entities) ] } 

For Featured Snippet Battles Premium AEO 
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IMPLEMENTATION GUIDE 

 

The High-Impact AEO Stack 
Based on analysis of 1,000+ pages ranking for answer queries. 
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Week 1 

 
Foundation 
Add Article + FAQPage to your top 10 posts. Focus on pages with the most organic traffic first. 

 
Week 2 

 
Voice Optimization 
Add Speakable to key answer pages. Target definition and how-to content. 

 
Week 3 

 
Authority Signals 
Add Organization + Person schema sitewide. Ensure all sameAs links are verified and live. 

 
Week 4 

 
Structural Completion 
Add BreadcrumbList and WebSite schema. Run full audit via Schema.org Validator. 
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ACTION PLAN 

 

4-Week AEO Implementation Roadmap 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
RESOURCES & TOOLS 

 

Tool Purpose 

Schema.org Validator Test all JSON-LD markup 

Google Rich Results Test Preview how Google sees your schema 

Google Search Console Monitor schema errors and rich results 

JSON-LD Playground Test and debug JSON-LD syntax 

AEO Schema Generator Auto-generate schema from your URL 
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AEO Schema is Not Optional in 2026 

 

Search engines are rapidly becoming answer engines. By Q3 2026, over 35% of searches will return zero-click answers. 

Schema is your only way to control which answer AI extracts. 

 

"The winner is not the best content — it's the best structured content." 
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